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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• Why did Peter and John continue to pray at the temple in spite of the fact that the 
religious leaders and the Jewish people were complicit in Jesus’ death? What does this 
tell us about how they viewed the church’s calling? 

• What do we know about Jewish society at this point in history that would tell us why the 
lame man had to beg for alms? How did Peter and John respond to the man’s plea? 
Why do you think they responded in this way?   

• Read verses 6-10. What stands out to you and why?  

• In Kenneth O. Gangel’s commentary on verse 6 he wrote, “God never asks us to give what we 
don’t have; He expects us to give to those in need from what He has given us, and always to do 
it in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth.” Is Gangel’s statement biblical? Is it applicable to 
Peter’s actions? Is it applicable to believers today? Explain. 

• Why did Peter begin his sermon in verse 12 with self-denial? What might have happened to 
this gospel opportunity if he and John had taken credit for the miraculous healing of the lame 
man? 

• How do verses 12-15 support the truth of verse 16? 

• What did Peter tell the crowd in verse 17? Does this absolve them of their guilt for the 

part they played in Jesus’ death? Discuss. 

• Peter mentions spiritual refreshment as one of the benefits of genuine repentance. How does 
this refreshment manifest itself in the earthly life of a believer? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research continuationism and cessationism. Do you support one or the other or parts of both? 
How does what you believe influence your study, interpretation, and application of the book 
Acts? How does it influence your view of what today’s church should be doing to fulfill her 
calling? 


